 Anti-Congress wave directed against weak governance, food inflation, corruption and lack of job creation; and  NaMO (Narendra Modi) wave based on 'Gujarat model of development'; these two semiotic waves delved deep into the subconscious minds of the Commons.
The ever-burgeoning debates on the glittering success and the buoyancy of the Gujarat model of development, also known as 'Modinomics', is based on the notion of 'open economy' with a staggering growth rate of 10% between the period 2004-2012 alongside increased reputation of being business-friendly, reduced red tapism and developed infrastructure-a home to many reputed industries of India-ship breaking yard, Reliance petroleum, gas-based thermal electricity generation and the most admired, Amul milk co-operative federation products. Besides, Gujarat is the largest producer of processed diamonds, wall clocks, castor and cumin. Further, Gujarat's impressive agricultural performance bears credibility.
The acceleration of economic growth of Gujarat stems from the new economic reforms of the 1990s which witnessed overall growth spurt across states but the geographical location of Gujarat with its close integration with the † Executive Editor, Journal Space and Culture, India; Alliance for Community Capacity Building in North East India, UK, Email: rituparna.bhattacharyya@accb.org.uk global economies attributed to overall better performance when compared to many states, which gradually transformed the state into 'a powerhouse of growth'.
The buzzword 'development' is a multidimensional concept indicating a process of social and economic transformation. The dimensions of India's development are very complex and myriad; it spans from local and nuanced issues affecting individual states to poverty alleviation through to maintaining sustainable development to eradicating terrorism. In a similar context, George Soros of Open Society Foundations urged, " [d] evelopment targets should involve not just access to education, healthcare, clean water and other vital services, but also access to justice". In continuity with this, in his writing, he argues that the poor and the marginalised section with little or no access to resources are more frequently at peril of losing their homes or land upon which they rely upon for their everyday practices and financial support. Besides, they remain deprived of opportunity to gain access to the legal system; often refused justice due to rampant corruption and (mis)use of power. Hence, to deliver 'development' in real sense of the term, the component 'justice' must not only be added but also embellished to the notion of 'development'. In addition, people's active participation is necessary to contribute to a nation's development. That is, every citizen in their own capacity should forward their helping hand in nation building. Good governance, development and growth are at the helm of the new NDA government. The hard reality is that even in the 21st century modern India, 600 million Indians defecate in open space; 130 million households fail to access drinking water and no cities of India receive piped water and electricity supply 24X7; and 160 million depend on firewood to cook their foods. The new government now aims to deliver these basic needs for every family by 2022. The honourable Prime Minister has been seen as a synonym of 'mofi'cation-a leader who could deliver on the aspirations of Indians; perhaps the 17th Lok Sabha election, 2019 would be a mandate on delivery, when the electorates greet him 'hello again' instead of bidding him 'bye bye'.
The articles of the first issue of the second volume of Space and Culture, India fall under the umbrella of 'development' dynamics. In their article, Suman Das and Dr Madhushree Das examine the relationship between income, migration and social adjustment of the 'Tripuri' tribe who migrated from the hills of Tripura to the urban and suburban centres for better living. Here, the authors try to probe the pattern of their living conditions and highlight the ways the Tripuris are trying to acclimatise in their new locality.
Dr Chandrama Goswami and Manisha
Bhattacharyya delve deep to explore the rural labour market in Assam. They argue that although the Work Participation Rates (WPR) for males has increased during the period 1993-94 to 2009-10, but for females, it has been oscillating in between 15 to 20 per cent. With the rapid growth of population, there has been a parallel booming of Non-Farm Sector (NFS). At the same time, WPR of males in the farm sector has been decreasing in favour of the NFS. The unemployment rates for females are much higher when compared to their male counterparts in both the farm sector as well as the NFS. Gender equality remains paramount to inclusive growth. However, the farm sector of Assam has become saturated to create additional employment opportunities. Therefore, the authors advocate that the NFS of Assam, with its greater potential to generate employment, can both solve the unemployment problem and also contribute to the increased access of women to resources and employment opportunities.
Scheduled Caste (SC) population of India is one of the marginalised sections of India. In the said context, Dr Momita Goswami Barooah analyses the spatial pattern of literacy and its variations among the SCs of the Brahmaputra Valley, Assam, and urges that increase in literacy and education would uplift their socio-economic conditions.
In her attempt to hone her research skills, Priyanka Chakrabarty, a young scholar contemplates on Sultana's Dream, a Bengali science fiction. Written in 1905 by the radical Muslim feminist, Begum Rokeya Shekhawat, the work vehemently opposed the sociocultural and patriarchal practices of the then Muslim community. Sultana's dream is a short story, a feminist utopia depicting role reversals of males/females-framed in a place called Lady Land, the land is wholly run by women, whereas men remain confined in the jenana system. From the perspectives drawn from Sultana's dream, Ms Chakrabarty argues that the story has relevance in the contemporary times. She goes on to argue that over the years although there has been change in the status and role of Muslim women, however, Muslim women continue to remain deprived of on almost all socio-economic indicators when compared to women of other religious groups.
The current issue also publishes one book review-Jennifer Woods reviews the book titled Community Work: Theories, Experiences & Challenges, edited by Kalpana Goel, Venkat Pulla and A.P. Francis, published by Niruta Publications, Bangalore, 2014. In addition, in our regular category of Publication Watch, we bring you information on some e-books from Taylor & Francis group, journal articles and online resources-all available freely on the internet.
